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The establishment of a Revolutionary War prison camp at Winchester began in 1776 at a site just west of 

Winchester. The first group to arrive were Britons captured from a ship. Subsequently, the Americans 

transferred both British and German prisoners of war to Winchester, with the largest number arriving after 

the Battle of Yorktown. The site was abandoned in 1783. No structures remain today.   
 

Open Stacks 

 

The following published works are available to researchers in the Reading Room.  
 

 

Archivschule Marburg. Hessiche Truppen Im Amerikanischen Unabhangigkeitskrieg, (Hetrina) 

Marburg, 1974, 1976.  (alphabetical listing of all soldiers and officers from Hesse-Kassel) 

            973.342 M33   

 

Burgoyne, Bruce E. Defeat, Disaster, and Dedication. Westminster, MD: Heritage Books, 1997. 

             973.3 Bur 
 

 These Were the Hessians. Westminster, MD: Heritage Books, 2008. 

             973.342 Bur 
  

 Revolutionary War Letters, Written by Hessian Officers, Translated and edited by  

 Bruce E. Burgoyne. Westminster, MD: Heritage Books, 2005. 

 973.342 Bur 

 

Dohla, Johann Conrad 1750-1820. A Hessian Diary of the American Revolution.; Translated, edited,   

introduction by Bruce E Burgoyne, Norman, OK and London: University of Oklahoma Press, 

1990. 

 973.3 DOH 

 

Eelking, Max Von. The German Allied Troops in The North American War of Independence: 1776-

1783. Bowie, MD: facsimile reprint, Heritage Books, INC, 1987. 

 973.3 Eel 

 

Heckert, C.W. The German-American Diary Parsons, WV: McClain Printing Co., 1980. 

 973.342 H35 

 

Johannes Schwalm Historical Association. Johannes Schwalm The Hessian. Millville, PA: Precision 

Printers, Inc. 1976.   

 973.342 J61 

 

Journal of the Johannes Schwalm Historical Association. Pennsauken, NJ: 1977-1992. Vol. 1-4. 

973.342 J62 
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Jolley, Robert L. Archeological Survey of 1780-1783 Revolutionary War Prison Camp, Winchester, 

Virginia. Archeological Society of Virginia, Vol 6, Number 2, June 2013, pages 19-63. 

 913.755  ARC   

 

Kipping, Ernst, The Hessian View of America, 1776-1783, Monmouth Beach, NJ: Philip Freneau Press, 

1971. 

 973.342 K62 

 

Krebs, Daniel, A Generous and Merciful Enemy:  Life for German Prisoners of War During The 

American Revolution; University of Oklahoma Press, 2013. 

 973.342 Kre 
 

 Approaching the Enemy: German Captives in the American War of Independence, 1776-

1783. Dissertation, Emory University, Department of History, 2007. 

 973.342 Kre 

   

Lowell, Edward J. The Hessians and The Other German Auxiliaries of Great Britain in The 

Revolutionary War. Williamstown, Ma: Corner House Pub., 1975. 

 973.342 L95 

 

Miles, Lion G., The Hessians of Lewis Miller; Hayman Studio of Commercial Photography, Inc. 

Precision Printers, Inc., Millville, PA. 1973. 

 741.092 M616  
  

 The Winchester Hessian Barracks, Va, Winchester-Frederick County Historical Society 

Journal, Volume III, 1988, pages 19-63.  

 

Pettengill, R. W. (translator). Letters From America; 1776-1779: Being Letters of Brunswick, Hessian, 

 and Waldeck Officers with The British Armies During the Revolution. Boston, MA. Houghton 

 Mifflin Company, 1924. 

973.3 L56 

 

Prechtal, Johann Ernst. A Hessian Officer's Diary of The American Revolution. Translated and edited 

by Bruce E. Burgoyne. Heritage Books, 2008. 

 973.342 Pre 

 

Ritchie, Pat Turner. "Hessian John" Baker Family: First Four Generations. Self-published. 2017. 

 929.2 Rit 

 

Smith, Clifford Neal. German-American Genealogical Research Monographs. McNeal, AZ: Westland 

Publications, 1973-1990, vols. 1-28. 

 973.42 G31 

 

Waldeck, Phillip. Eighteenth Century America: A Hessian Report on the People, the Land, the War 

as noted in the Diary of Chaplain Phillip Waldeck, 1776-1780. Translated by Bruce E. Burgoyne, 

Heritage Books, 1995. 

 973.342 Wal 
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Williams, John. The Battle of Hubbardton; The American Rebels Stem the Tide. Published by 

Vermont Division for Historical Preservation, Oct. 1988. 

973.3376 Wil 

 

Winchester-Frederick County Historical Society (WFCHS). Men and Events of The Revolution in 

 Winchester and Frederick County Virginia, Winchester, VA. 1975.  

 975.599 Men 

 

Yankey, Lewis. Brocks Gap Miscellaneous Research, Self-published, Winchester, VA. 1992. 

 975.596 Yan 

 

 

Archival and Manuscript Materials 

 

Any materials listed from the rare books collection or from archival and manuscript collections must be 

requested from Archives Staff using a call slip. Material in open stacks is available in the reading room. 

Finding aids for archival and manuscript collections are available in the reading room and online: 

https://www.handleyregional.org/archives-manuscripts 

 

 

Edwin Glaize Collection,  

 67 WFCHS, Box 1, Hessian - Notes on History at Winchester" 

 

Thomas Barrow Collection,  

 585 MMF, Survey of West Run Plantation  

 

Popp, Stephen,  

 2013 MMF, Journal Extract, 1781-1782. 

 

Prechtal, John E.  

 2006 MMF, Hessian Soldier Diary, 1781-1782. 

 

Revolutionary War - Hessian Letters (Newspaper Clippings),  

 SUBJECT FILES 

 


